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Gun rights advocate John Lott, author of More Guns, Less Crime, rebuts recent antigun "factoids"

with real statistics. When it comes to the gun control debate, there are two kinds of data: data that's

accurate and data that left-wing billionaires, politicians, and media want you to believe is accurate.

In The War on Guns, economist and gun rights advocate John Lott turns a skeptical eye to

well-funded antigun studies and stories that perpetuate false statistics to frighten Americans into

giving up their guns.
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The War on Guns is a noteworthy, fast-paced must-read for anyone who wants to understand the

issues related to guns in Americaâ€”and I donâ€™t know how someone can understand America

without understanding this constitutional issue.Given how Lott has spent his career, Iâ€™m not

surprised this is such an important book.I first met John R. Lott, Jr. in 2006 at a cocktail party in

Arlington, VA. I was speaking with a liberal journalist about his soon-to-be-released book on Iraq

when John Lott joined us. John listened for a moment and then said to the author, â€œIâ€™m

curious. You say you just finished a book on the Iraq war. I always find it so hard to finish a book. I

get so deep into the research I have a hard time stopping to write. Iâ€™m guessing you had a hard

time leaving Iraq. There is so much to investigate and understand.â€•The author said, â€œI didnâ€™t

go to Iraq.â€•John paused with this quizzical look on his face before asking, â€œOh, how did you do

your research?â€•The author said, â€œI didnâ€™t have to do much. I mean, I already know what I



think.â€•An awkward silence ensued before the liberal author shrugged and moved away.Yeah, I

liked John from that momentâ€”well, and before. I had, of course, already read and learned much

from his groundbreaking book More Guns, Less Crime. That book detailed his research that found

that, despite what people are often told, violent crime rates actually tend to go down when states

pass â€œshall-issueâ€• concealed-carry laws. (Shall-issue laws force a licensing agent to give

anyone a concealed-carry permit to carry a handgun as long as the individual passing certain

criteria as stipulated by law.)As soon as More Guns, Less Crime was published a lot of academics

made it their mission to prove Lott to be the fraud they were sure he must be.
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